Benedict Biscop!
Patron Saint of the City of Sunderland

Sunderland Male Voice Choir
evolved from the former Shiney
Row Male Voice Choir in July
2022.

The Choir has recorded and
performed some great material
over the years. Recently, it has
embarked on a programme of
creating new musical material.
Some of this material incorporates
new arrangements of traditional
numbers.

An exciting new initiative is the
creation of brand-new songs
based upon the region’s rich local
heritage and its people.

The Choir is now singing annually
at The Mayor’s Carol Service in
Sunderland Minster.

Members of the Choir undertook
some research work in preparation
for a community project bid, which
included the life of Benedict
Biscop.

The Choir has taken the
opportunity to harness this work to
help create a new song on
Sunderland’s rich heritage.
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St. Peter’s Church, Monkwearmouth

The Foundation of Wearmouth

Benedict Biscop soon decided that he
wanted to make his own foundation.

With the help of King Egfrith, who gave
him seventy hides of land (about 8,400
acres), he founded Wearmouth in 674.

In 675, new assistance for his mission:

e Importing Frankish stonemasons who
built a Romanesque church,

e glassmakers and other craftsmen, for
their expertise and to teach local men,

o Books bought in Rome and Vienna
were added to the endowment.

A rule for his community, based on that of
Benedict and the customs of seventeen
monasteries he had visited, was created.

The Influence of Wearmouth

Pope Agatho used John’s visit to assure
himself of the orthodoxy of the English
Church. Other treasures brought by
Benedict included a series of pictures of
Gospel scenes, Our Lady and the
Apostles, incidents in the Apocalypse, for
display in the church, and a privilege of
the special protection from the Holy See.

St. Paul’s Church, Jarrow

Sunderland Male Voice Choir Information Sheets
Sunderland Male Voice Choir is producing a range of information sheets on its new music creation
and project work. These sheets will be published within the ‘Project’ page of the Choir website.



